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OBSERVATIONS 


ON 

The - power of Individuals to preſcribe, by Teftamentary 

D. poſitions, the particular future U, es to be made of 
their Property, &c. 


SOME ſhare of public attention has been attracted by the Will of 


the late Mr. Peter Thelluſſon; by which he has directed, that his 
large property ſhould be preserved undiminiſhed during a long courſe 
of years after his death; and that the profits, rents, and iſſues of the 
ſame, ſhould be laid out in purchaſes of more property: the profits 
and iſſues of ſuch purchaſed additional property being moreover to 
be alſo laid out in other freſh purchaſes and ſo on, progreſſively, 
during the period of time deſcribed in his Will. 
| Settled accumulating managements of this kind are not un- 
frequent but their being generally undertaken with middling ſtocks 
of property, and for moderate terms of years, together with other 
_ circumſtances hereafter mentioned, has | hitherto prevented, the 
illegality of ſuch managements from being remarked upon. In 
regard to the property directed by the Will of the late Mr. Thel- 
luſſon, to be ſettled upon an accumulating management, it amounts 
to no leſs a ſum than Seven Hundred Thouſand Pounds: and the 
B term 
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2 obhervations on the Powey of Individuals to preſeribe, 
term of years during which the accumulating management is pre- 
ſcribed to be carried on, is very likely to extend to eighty years. 
It is to laſt during the lives of all the Perſons of his iſſue who were 
exiſting at the time of his death, in July 1797. Some Perſons of 
that iſſue were juſt born at that period; and others, though con- 
ſidered to have been then in exiſtence, have been actually born ſome 
months after. That Perſon of Mr. Thelluſſon's future iſſue, upon 
whom the property is to devolve after the death of the laſt liver of 
the preſent iſſue, may, moreover, happen to be a minor at the time 
of his coming to the property; ſo that an additional period of ten, 
or fifteen, or twenty years, may happen farther to lengthen the 
duration of the accumulating management. _ | 
The magnitude of the ſcale according to which ſuch accumulating 


management has been ſettled by the A f Mr. Thelluſſon, has 


turned the attention of the Public towards the ſubject of ſuch kinds 
of management; ſo that the preſent is become a proper period for 
examining into ſuch a ſubject, and ſhewing that ſuch ſchemes and 
managements are contrary to Law. By the word Law, I do not mean 
to ſpeak of the practices of particular Courts; but I mean thoſe 
Rules which it may be juſt and wile to hold forth to Mankind, as 
proper Rules for them to approve and regulate their dealings by. 
The ſuppoſition that Individuals have a right to diſpoſe of their 
property in the modes above alluded to, is uſually ſupported by the 
allegation, that a Man has a right to diſpoſe of his property. The 
hte Mr. Thelluſſon had certainly as good a right to diſpoſe of his 
property as any Man can have; fince,' during the time he was 
acquiring it, he was alfo ferving the Public.—This. leads to a ſhort 
preliminary mention of the manner in which, though living ſome- 
what expenſively, he had happened to accumulate ſuch a ſtock of 
property as is ſeldom collected together by one Individual. 
The late Mr. Peter Thelluſſon was the third Son of Mr. Ifaac 
Thelluſſon, a Citizen of Geneva, who, about the year 1740, was 
ſettled in Paris, where he kept one of the firſt banking-houſes in 
that City, He was afterwards the Refident Miniſter of Geneva, at 
the Court of France; and, it ſeems, he acquitted himſelf on ſome 
particular occalions i in a very ſatisfactory manner, ſince he received 


"9 preſents 


2 


hy Totamentory Dhein, the particular future Uſes, Ger. 3 


preſents both from the Court and from his Republic: part of 
which preſents having, it appears, afterwards fallen to the ſhare of 
the late Mr. Thelluſſon, he has, by his laſt Will, bequeathed them to 
his eldeſt ſon (a). 

About the year 1754 Mr. Ifaac Thelluſſon died, leaving the bulk 
of his fortune to his two eldeſt Sons, and twelve thouſand pounds. 
a-piece to his other ſix Children; namely, the late Mr. Peter Thel- 
luſſon his third Son, another Son, and four Daughters. The 
banking-houſe in Paris devolved upon Mr. George Thelluſſon, the 
| ſecond Son; the eldeft having before choſen to enter into the 
military fervice of France. 

Monſieur Necker, the celebrated Financier, began his career by 
being admitted as a Clerk in that houſe ; and was afterwards taken 


as a Partner by Mr. George Thelluſſon, under the firm of 79. 


lufſon and Necker. The late Mr. Peter Thelluſſon choſe to ſettle 
in London. He had a preſent property of . 12, ooo already in his 
hands, joined with a very great degree of induſtry, But, along with 
theſe favourable circumſtances, he alſo poſſeſſed an incomparable 
advantage for a beginner ; namely, being in a ſituation of intimate 
_ correſpondence with the great banking-houſe of Thelluſſon and 
Necker; by which means he was alſo enabled to correſpond with 
all the great commercial houſes in Paris, as well as other great 
trading Cities on the Continent. Theſe advantages Mr. Peter 
Thelluſſon improved with ſurpriſing activity; fo that, at the ſame 
time that he benefited himſelf firſt, no doubt, — he proved the means 
of increaſing the commercial intercourſe and dealings between Eng- 
land and France, and alfo the Continent. 

But, however meritoriouſly the late Mr. Thelluſſon may have 
acquired his fortune, it does not follow that he had it in his power 
to diſpofe of it in the manner above deſcribed. 

| A Man, 


(a). . © To my fon, Peter Iſaac Thelluſſon, the gold ſnuff-box which Louis XV. 


gave to my father, containing the portrait. of his ſon the Dauphin, father to Louis XVI. 3. 


« the ſilver medal, being a copy of the gold one given to my father by the city of 
« Geneva; alſo the large ſilver colee-pot and ſalver given to him by the ſaid city, 
with the arms of Geneva thereon.” 
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2. — Ob/erodtions on the Power of Individuals to proferibe, | 
A Man, it is faid, - may diſpoſe of his property. Very true ; he 
y diſpoſe of his property, but he 8 85 not FO of the proper 
ties and the rights of other Men. 

If a Man diſpoſes of his property by naming certain Perſons who 
are to hold this property after his death, it is very well: this is 
. not unlike the buſineſs uſually carried on among Mankind, who 
may transfer their property. | 

But, if a Man means to diſpoſe of his penperty by Weng 
ſome particular ſettled uſe, which is to continue to be made of this 
property after his death, ſuch preſeription is an attempt on the rights 
and properties of other Men, as will preſently appear. 

In fact, a Man who preſcribes any particular ſettled rule of 4058 
his property after his death, gives a Commiſſion or Truſt to be exe- 
cuted at a time when it ſhall be entirely out of his power, in any 
manner, to alter or modify ſuch Rule, Commiſſion, or Truſt. And 
the Executor or Agent, who undertakes to execute ſuch Truſt or 
Commiſſion, likewiſe knows that it will be entirely impoſſible for him 
to conſult, in any ſhape, with his Employer; and that, therefore, 
he is to have no poſſible means, in any poſſible caſe or ſhape, to 
try to modify that Commiſſion or Truſt which Ho engages to exe 
cute. 
By accepting fach Tru or  Cortinalfiicn; a Man, or an Aan, © in 
fact puts himſelf in an extraordinary ſort of a ſituation: for the acts 
enjoined by ſuch Truſt may, perhaps, become prohibited by Law. For 
inſtance: if the Truſt has been that the Executor ſhould continue to 
uſe a certain ſum of money annually in purchaſing and importing cer- 
tain articles of foreign commodities, it may happen that thoſe articles 
may become prohibited to be imported. Or, if his Truſt has been 
that he ſhould continue to uſe the money in cauſing certain articles 
to be manufactured at home, the Legiſlature may happen to prohibit 
the manufacturing of thoſe articles, as being a dangerous buſineſs. 
Vet the Executor has poſitively bound himſelf to continue to cauſe the 
prohibited articles to be either imported, or manufactured: he has 
bound himſelf to do ſo by accepting his Truſt: he has, in general, 
bound himſelf publicly to tranſgreſs againſt any Act of the Legiſlature. 
that may happen to be contrary to that Truſt ; ſince he knew, when 
3 TER he 
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he accepted it, that he was to have no poſſible means, in any poſſible 
caſe or ſhape, to try to modify it. 

Let us borrow inſtances from the Mul of the late Mr. Peter Thel- 
luſſon. One of the Trufts, or Commiſſions, expreſſed in that Will 
is, that, after the death of all the Perſons whatever of his iſſue who 
were living in July 1797, his Executor ſhall ſeek out ſuch other Per- 
ſons of his next iſſue as may then be living, and were born poſterior 
to ſaid July 1797. To three of thole then-living perſons (or only 
to two, or one, if no more are in exiſtence) the Executor is to tranſmit 
the whole maſs of the then-accumulated property, under the expreſs 
condition that Ch ſhall thenceforth ſeverally uſe the firname of Thel- 
lulſon only. Now, who knows but that the name of Thel/luſſon may 
perhaps, on ſome future occaſion, become prohibited from being 
uſed? Prohibitions from uſing certain family names, on account of 
the imputed guilt of particular Perſons who had borne ſuch names, 


have taken place in different Countries, In this Country, Acts of the 
Legiſlature have been paſſed, forbidding certain Clans in Scotland to 


wear a certain particular kind of dreſs, and alſo to uſe certain par- 
ticular names—their own real family names. It is not, therefore, 
impoſſible that the uſing of the name of Thelluſſon may become pro- 
hibited by ſome Act of Parliament. Nay, it may perhaps happen 
that ſome Perſon of that ſucceeding iſſue, for whom the rruſted pro- 
perty muſt continue to be accumulated, may become ſo elated at the 
proſpect of the enormous maſs of gathering and heaping property, as 
to run into exceſſes of ſuch a ſtupendous nature, that they may ac- 
tually induce the Legiſlature to proſcribe and exterminate the name of 


Thelluſſon. Yet the Executor of the Will has bound himſelf and his 


Aſſigns, at the appointed diſtant period, to apply to the deſcribed 
Perſons of the ſucceeding iſſue, notwithſtanding the Act of Parliament 
juſt ſuppoſed may have been paſſed, He muſt ſeriouſly propoſe to 
thoſe Perſons to uſe at all times the ſirname of Thelluſſon only; and, 
moreover, attempt to bribe them fo to uſe that prohibited name by 
tendering to them, as the bribe, the whole huge maſs of the heaped 
property; at the ſame time giving them abſolute notice, that, in caſe 
of their refuſal, he will poſitively not let them have any part what- 
ever of that property. The Executor has ſtrictly bound himſelf to do 
Sb: C all 
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all theſe things, when he engaged to execute a Truſt or Commiſſion 
which he knew he was to have no poſſible means, in any poſſible 
caſe or ſhape, to try to modify. | 

_. The ſame Vill of the late Mr. Peter Thelluſſon ſuggeſts another 
inſtance of an Executor being invited to go againſt poſſible future Acts 


of Parliament, and ſet them completely at nought; and, in fact, all 


Acts whatever. By an article of that Will the Executor is enjoined 


never to keep more than five hundred pounds. in the hands of any. 
private Banker; but to take care that all ſuch ſums of money as he. 
may receive, exceeding five hundred pounds, ſhall, as ſoon as received, 
be lodged by him in the Bank of England, and there left to remain 


until thoſe purchaſes of land directed by the ſame Will, ſhall come 


to be ſucceſſively procured and ready to be executed. Now, it is 
poſſible that the depoſiting of money in the Bank may become pro 
hibited by ſome future Act of Parliament. In the courſe of thoſe. 
revolutionary ſtruggles, oppoſitions, and contrarieties, that frequently 
take place in this Country as well as in others, it may happen, that 


the Direction of the Bank may become the ſeat of ſome dan erous, 


obſtinate oppoſition to the eſtabliſhed Government. Great arlia- 


mentary Leaders of Oppoſition may find their way into the Diredion, | 
in the ſame manner as, at a certain particular period of the laſt. 


century, they uſed to put up for offices in the City. A number of 


the wealthieſt Bank Proprietors may be brought over to favour the 


ſcheme. Curious new - deviſed means may be employed for obtaining, 
and afterwards retaining, the money of Individuals. An engroſſme nt 


may be effected of the Whole unemployed money of the Country, ſo 


as to leave Government, in a manner, deprived of means of defence 
in the face either of external or internal Enemies. In ſuch a ſitua- 
tion, Parliament may, either by way of preſent relief to the Goyern- 


ment, or of puniſhment upon the Bank, paſs an Act prohibiting the 
Bank, till leave is again Ba them, from keeping and receiving any 


depoſits of money from Individuals. Yet the Executor of the Will of 


the late Mr. Peter Thelluſſon, if he has, at ſuch ſuppoſed emergency, 
more than five hundred pounds in readineſs, has bound himſelf to 
carry that money to the Bank, and ſcrioully, propoſe i it to the Directors 

O. acceptt the depoſit. Should er guiltily copleng,. the Executor has. 


farther. 
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farther bound himſelf to leave the money with them, and thus com- 
plete his on open counteraction to the Act of Parliament; as he did 
promiſe and engage to do, when he accepted a Truſt or Commiſſion 
which he knew was poſitively to be an unmodifiable Commiſſion. 
Nay, the Bank Directors themſelves may, perhaps, of their own 
accord, at ſome future period, be induced by peculiar circumſtances 
to limit their own dealings in regard to receiving depoũts of money 
from private Perſons, They may, about ſuch period, have ſuffered 
inconvenience from the deſigning or fantaſtical arbitrary proceedings 
of certain wealthy Individuals, making it a frequent practice abruptly 


to draw off, at once, the whole of the huge ſums of money they have 


in the Bank; by which the Directors have often become obliged to 
diſburſe, in too ſhort a time, vaſt quantities of bullion, or to iſſue on 
a. ſudden. greater quantities of freſh; notes than they like to do at one 
time. To prevent the inconvenience, they may make a regulation 


by which they may limit, to a certain amount, the ſum of money 
they chooſe in future to keep belonging to any one Perſon. The 


Executor of the Will and Truft of the late Mr. Peter Thelluſſon may 
happen, at ſuch ſuppoſed period, to have ſome very large ſum of 


money at the Bank, which he has collected for completing certain 
extenſive purchaſes of land, which are to be finally executed in ſome 


ſhort time. He may, moreover, happen to have juſt received ſome 
other ſum ; which ſum. he carries to the Bank, as ſoon as received, 
conformably to his Truſt. The Directors obſerve, that the receiving 
of that additional ſum would exceed the limits they have preſcribed 
to themſelves by their late regulation; and ſay, that they cannot re- 
ceive the ſum, The Executor inſiſts with the Directors upon the 
ſum being received. He reſolutely tells them, they muſt alter their 
regulation; for he cannot poſſibly try to alter or modify his Truſt. 


The Executor thinks himſelf bound to inſiſt farther ; and, at laſt, to 


commit treſpaſs againſt other Men in their own.houſe. In ſhort, 
not only Acts of Parliament are to beiſet-at,defiance, but private Per- 
ſons and Corporate Bodies are, moreover, to be threatened, and 
attempted to be compelled to give way to him. Laws and private 
regulations may be altered; but his Tru/t cannot, by any means, be 

. | altered 
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-altered or modified. It was accepted by him under the full, un- 
doubted certainty, that he was never to have any opportunity what- 
ever of conſulting, in any poſſible ſhape, with his Employer ; and 
therefore, with a full previous reſolution to begin and continue to 
execute it, without ever having any poſſible means, in any poſſible 
caſe or ſhape, to try to modify the Truſt or Commiſſion. 

As one principal ſtrict point of the Truſt, the Executor is enjoined, 
by the late Mr. Thelluſſon's Will, to collect all the monies that are 
placed on ſecurities, as well as other monies, and lay them out in 
purchaſing lands. Theſe lands are ta be added to the very large 
landed property which the Teſtator before poſſeſſed ; and the profits 
and rents of all theſe lands are to be collected, and laid out alſo in 
purchaſing other additional lands. The Executor is to go on, pro- 
greſſively, purchaſing land again and again, during the above- 
deſcribed very long ſeries of years, with the whole increaſing maſs of 
the rents and profits ariſing from all the lands purchaſed and poſſeſſed 
before: by continuing to do which, a prodigious extent of land muſt 
unavoidably become at length to be united into one poſſeſſion. Now, 
it is poſſible that an Act of Parliament may be paſſed, by which the 
above-mentioned continued purchaſes may be oppoſed. An Act may 
very poſſibly be paſſed for regulating the purchaſe of land, and pre- 
. venting too diſproportionate engroſſments of it. 

The ſame Teſtator farther enjoins his Executor to follow a certain 
proportion between the extents of freehold and of copyhold lands 
which he is to purchaſe: freehold lands muſt be three times the 
extent or quantity of copyhold lands, Now, it is likewiſe poſſible, 
that an Act of Parliament may, at ſome time or other, be paſſed 
for the purpoſe of regulating the diſtribution of freeholds. Nay, 
perhaps a certain ſyſtem of equalization in the poſſeſſion of free- 
holds, may prove to be one among the means that may be adopted 
for effecting the much talked-of Reformation of Parliament ſuch 
expedient might be as good as ſeveral which have been ſuggeſted. 
In ſuch caſe, the Legiſlature may alſo think of ſettling ſome pro- 
portion between the purchaſes of freehold lands, and of copyhold, 
chat "ny be made by one Perſon ; and if they do, it is poſſible they 


3 may 
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may adopt ſome proportion very different from that enjoined by the 
Teſtator here alluded to, namely,” three times as much freehold as 
copyhold, in that part of Great Britain called England. 

The Executor is alſo enjoined, by the ſame Will, to continue to 
cut, and ſell, all the timber that may be ready to be cut on all the 
lands put in his poſſeſſion; But, perhaps, the cutting of timber 
may happen to be prohibited, or put under ſome regulation amount- 
ing to'a kind of prohibition. The cutting of timber was prohibited 
under the former Government of France ; at leaſt till leave had been 
obtained from a certain public Officer appointed for the Diſtrict, who 
uſed to put his mark upon every large tree that was allowed to be 
cut. | 

The ſame Teſtator alſo enjoins, that, in oſs thoſe Perſons of his 
future iſſue, upon whom the accumulated property is appointed to 
de volve, ſhould refuſe to uſe the firname of Thelluſſan, his Executor 
ſhall immediately fell the whole vaſt extent of the manors, lord- 
ſhips, lands, tenements, 8c. that ſhall have been continued to be 
progreſſively purchaſed and united during the appointed long ſeries 
of years, and pay the monies ariſing from ſuch ſale into the national 
Sinking Fund. But, perhaps, ſome Act of Parliament, intended for 
the prevention of jobbing in purchaſes and fales of land, may 
happen to be paſſed ; and ſome proviſions in that Act may happen 
to prove contrary to that ſudden, hurried fale of lands lately pur- 
chaſed, which is enjoined by the Will here mentioned. Such pro- 
viſions might be upon a principle not very different from thoſe 
Acts paſſed in former times, and ſtill continuing in force, by which 
goods of a certain kind, ſuch as grain, ſheep, poultry, &c. which 
have been bought at any market, are prohibited, during three 
months after, from being again offered to ſale at the ſame market, 
or within four miles of it. 

Whenever ſuch Acts as the different. ones above ſuppoſed may 
happen to be paſſed, the Executor will happen to have bound him- 
ſelf to act with diſregard of thoſe Acts, and to go on, nevertheleſs, 
with his purchaſes of land, by tendering high prices as bribes, and 
with his ſales and hurried re-/ales, by tendering the lands for low 
prices: he will alſo go on with the cutting of his timber. He 
bound Wy to dnogard thoſe Acts, and every Act of Parliament 

D that 
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that may prove contrary to his Tru/t, when he accepted that Truft 
under the full certainty that it would be impoſſible for him, at 
any time, or in any caſe, to try to modify it. Nay, he did, in 
fact, profeſs to deſpiſe all poſſible Acts of Parliament; for he who 
profeſſes to deſpiſe any Act, only one Act, one poſlible Act, pro- 
feſſes to deſpiſe all Acts whatever, even thoſe which are actually 
in exiſtence ; for he profeſſes to deſpiſe the * of the Legiſ- 
lature. 

Nor has it been only for one day, or three days, or for three 
weeks, that the Executor has bound himſelf reſolutely to carry on 
his unmodifiable Tru/t; but for a period of time which is very 
likely to laſt eighty years, and may even laſt more (as has been 
obſerved in page 2): and the Truſt is to be continued and kept up 
by Aſſigns to be appointed by him. 

The knowingly accepting ſuch a 7 ruſt, was a reſolution, and 
a ſettled engagement taken, to defy the power of the Legiſlature. It 
was a real ſetting-up againſt the Legiſlature, and even over the Legiſ- 
lature. All the Perſons concerned in the maintaining and carrying 
on of the Tru/t, may be conſidered as forming, among themſelves, a 
kind of Guild or Corporation bound together by ſome ſort of un- 
lawful vow or oath to deſpiſe all Laws. Nay, here it is neceſſary 
to obſerve, that the formal, public ceremony of an oath, has 
actually been uſed to enforce the execution of that Truſt which is 
to be carried on during, perhaps, more than © eighty years, under 
the full certainty of its never being poſlible, in any poſſible ſhape, 
to conſult the Employer. The undertaken buſineſs of an unmodi- 
fiable Truſt like this, is a reſolution, combination and diſplayed 
Aſſociation, for the purpoſe of proceeding and puſhing on, againſt, 
and over all Laws which the aſſociated Perſons ſhall find contrary 
to their own combined ſcheme, or rule, or Truſt, as they are pleaſed 
to call it. and the bad example publicly held forth of ſuch a reſo- 
lution, combination and diſplayed Aſſociation. 

A ſcheme of that ſort is an attempt and a precedent to ſet bounds 
ſuperior to the power of the Legiſlature. If ſuch principles are allowed, 
any fantaſtical Politician may become enabled, by means of his laſt Will, 
and eſtabliſhing a Tru/t, to raiſe his own fantaſtical notions as Rules 
to which the Legiſlature muſt ſubmit, Nay, Fils of fictitious 


Perſons 
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Perſons may be produced for carrying on ſuch reſolutely unmodifi- 
able, and aſſociated purpoſes......But I may, perhaps, again make 
ſome ſhort mention of theſe additional conſiderations in the ſequel, 


The buſineſs of ſuch unmodifiable Tut is, moreover, a reſo- 
lution, combination and Aſſociation, for the purpoſe of acting with 
injuſtice to thoſe Perſons from whom the Executor or Manager ſhall 
happen to receive benefits. 

For inſtance ; when goods ſhall have been delivered, or work 
and ſervices performed, from which the Executor ſhall have reaped 
the benefits, the Perſons having delivered ſuch goods, or performed 
ſuch ſervices, will, of courſe, apply for payment or ſatisfaction. 


But the Executor has bound himſelf to anſwer, that he has no 


money or any thing to give to thoſe Perſons ; that the whole pro- 
perty he has in his hands is fruſted or commiſſioned property; 
that it muſt be ſtrictly preſerved by him; that the profits and 
rents ariſing out of ſuch property muſt be ſtrictly preſerved alſo in 
Banks, and never be diminiſhed or taken out, except it be in order 
to pay for freſh purchaſes of land. Such is the Truſt he has been 
appointed to and has accepted; which Truſt he is reſolved ever to 
continue to execute, as he has no poſſible means, in any caſe or ſhape, 
to try to modify it, ſince he cannot conſult with his Employer. - 
People having dealings with the Executor muſt, therefore, be put 
under the neceſſity of uſing uncommon caution with him, and be 
careful, in all caſes, to have him bind himſelf, that is, his own perſon, 
to the diſcharge of thoſe claims of any kind which they are to acquire 
by deliveries of goods, or performances of ſervices, People will thus 


be put under the neceſſity of being contentiouſly cautious in their 


dealings with him : they muſt, moreover, ſtudy the private rules 
and laws of his Trſt; their general knowledge of the public 
laws of the Country, relative to their own trade, being no longer 
ſufficient. And, if they have neglected being contentiouſly cau- 
tious, or if the Executor proves perſonally inſolvent, that is, inſol- 


vent in that property he formerly poſſeſſed, thoſe Perſons muſt. 


loſe their claims, though the rruſted property has been evidently 
I | benefited 
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benefited by their expences or ſervices (a). The Executor , has 
bound himſelf to anſwer ſuch Perſons, that he will ever continue to 
collect, exact, raiſe and enlarge that property, and defend it againſt 
being leſſened : ſuch is the Truſt he has accepted, which he is 
reſolved ever to continue to execute; fince he cannot ** try to 
modify it. 

But beſides the above-mentioned inſtances, the e will 
receive benefits from numbers of Perſons, in other multiplied, exten- 
ſive caſes, in which it will prove impoſſible to make him bind himſelf 
perſonally, beforehand, to the giving of any fatisfaCtion. 

The wide-ſpread lands in his poſſeſſion and management, will at 
different times be benefited by the uſeful enterpriſes, and the per- 
ſevering expenſive exertions for general improvement ſet up by other 
active Individuals, New roads will by ſuch means be opened, or 
old ones repaired, in the vicinity of his poſſeſſions ; canals for inland 
navigation will be cut; manufactories of extenſive utility will be 
eſtabliſhed : new methods of increaſing the profits of land will be 
ſought after by tedious, laborious, expenſive courſes of experiments : 
by which enterpriſes, and others of a ſimilar nature, his lands will be 
benefited ; their very produce increaſed ; and that produce more 
eaſily gathered, and conveyed with greater eaſe and diſpatch to thoſe 
markets where it is to be bartered and exchanged for that money 
- which he is ſtrictly and ſpecially preſcribed to collect. The extent 
of his poſſeſſions being matter of obvious notice, he will of courſe 
be applied to, for his concurrence and aſſiſtance in ſetting up the 
above-mentioned enterpriſes, from which he will, no doubt, be glad 
in time to reap benefits, But he has bound himſelf to anſwer, that 
he has no money to give ſuch aſſiſtance with: he is ſtrictly pre- 
cluded by his accepted Tru/t. In proceſs of time he will be again 
applied to by the Projectors of ſuch uſeful enterpriſes, and alſo by 

| other 


(a) Well may an Executor happen to be inſolvent in that property he poſſeſſed pre- 
viouſly to the Truft, ſince a married Woman, and even a Child juſt born, may be 
appointed Executors, either by the Will or by an aſſignment from a preceding Executor. 
The Child, in ſuch caſe, executes, and gives his anſwers and reſolute diſmiſſals of claims, 
according to the engagement to the Teſtator, by means of a Guardian appointed to him 
for the purpoſe. There is certainly ſomething curious in all this law, that is to ſay, 
in all theſe eſtabliſhed, profeſſional practices and managements. 
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other Perſons who, having themſelves given aſſiſtance and encourage- 
ment, will think they have a right to ſpeak. Thoſe different Per- 
ſons will obſerve to the Executor, that the ſucceſſes of thoſe enter- 
priſes they had before mentioned to him, are now become evident 
facts; and that, though he did not think proper to give them any help 
at firſt, it is hoped he will do ſo now in his turn ; eſpecially as he is 
conſtantly perceived to avail himſelf eagerly and earneſtly of their 
different benefits ; which benefits thoſe Perſons who are ſpeaking have 
hitherto procured, and are continuing to procure him, by their own 
expences and exertions. But the Executor has bound himſelf to anſwer, 
that he will ever continue to collect, exact, raiſe and enlarge the 
property, and defend it againſt being diminiſhed ; that ſuch is the 
Truſt he has engaged to execute ; which he is reſolved ever to con- 
tinue to go on with, and cannot poſſibly try to modify. 

Should caſes of public danger ariſe, either from external enemies or 
from internal extenſive commotions, the ſupport of Parliament to 
the Government may, perhaps, happen to prove defective. Voluntary 
contributions for the ſake of mutual defence will, in ſuch cir- 
cumſtances, be ſet on foot by active Individuals. The extent 
of the poſſeſſions of the Executor being generally known, he 
will be applied to for his co-operation to the undertaking: but he 
has bound himſelf to anſwer that he has no money for ſuch contri- 
' butions. After ſome time being elapſed, the ſame Perſons, either 
Agents from Government, or Perſons who have themſelves joined 
in the contributions, will introduce the remark to him, that, through 
the effect of the contributions before made, the apprehended cala- 
mities have been hitherto kept off; that his own wide-extended 
poſſeſſions have been protected both from the general danger, and 
from that particular danger to which their great extent expoſed 
them; that it is therefore hoped, that, though he has not yet joined 
in any contributions, he will do ſo now in his turn; eſpecially as he 
has been noticed to have applied, and ſomewhat Hamorouſly too, for 
the ſpecial aſſiſtance of Government on certain late well-remembered 
occaſions ; which affiſtance he has actually received. But he has 
bound himſelf to anſwer, that he is reſolved ever to continue to col- 
lect, exact, raiſe and enlarge the property, and defend it againſt 
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being- diminiſhed ; that ſuch is his T ruſt, which he has no 2 
means to try to modify. | 
"The fame Perſons will perhaps ſay ſomething farther to him, 45 
obſerve, that they think he ought the more in his turn no to aſſiſt 
tlie State by his voluntary contributions, as it appears that he 
does not pay a farthing on account of that heavy increaſed rate and 
additional aſſeſſment which has been lately neceſſitated to be laid on 
the former taxes paid by ſuch Perſons as keep domeſtic eſtabliſh - 
ments: that, as to him, ſo far from keeping any eſtabliſhment pro- 
portionate to the prodigious extent and importance of his accumu- 
lated and accumulating poſſeſſions, it turns out that he keeps no 
eſtabliſhment at all; and that, once more, ſince he pays nothing to 
the late new additional heavy rates and aſſeſſments, nor even to the 
original Taxes themſelves, he ought at leaſt now to come forth 
with his voluntary contributions to the aſſiſtance of the Govern- 
ment, which protects and maintains his vaſt poſſeſſions, and continues 
to be aſſiſted in ſo doing by thoſe very Perſons who are ſpeaking to 
him. But he has bound himſelf to anſwer, that he is reſolved ever 
to. continue to collect, exact, raiſe and enlarge the property, and 
defend it againſt being diminiſhed; during no poſſible means to try 
to modify his Tt. 
In other common, peaceable times, a number of Perſons who uſe 
=_ liberally to pay their ſhare of the public Taxes, will freely obſerve 
| to the Executor, that he pays no Tax, or ſcarcely any Tax at 
all, notwithſtanding he owns ſuch prodigious accumulated poſſeſ- 
ſions; that therefore he contributes nothing towards the main- 
taining of that public credit, and thoſe punctual half-yearly and 
quarterly payments of Dividends, by which trade is eventually pro- 
moted, ready briſk markets afforded, anda briſk general circulation of | 
money effected, by all which circumſtances he is enabled readily to 
turn the manifold produces of his extenſive poſſeſſions into plentiful 
ſources of that money which he ſhews himſelf to be particularly 
anxious to collect; that he ought, therefore, were it only for the 
ſake of good example, and in his turn, to contrive now ſome methods 
of contributing ſome ſhare to thoſe Taxes, ſtill continuing to be wholly 
paid by thoſe who are addreſſing him, and by others; ſince, from 
I thoſe 
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thoſe Taxes he derives thoſe gainful pecuniary advantages which he 
continues to diſplay by his continual progreſſive purchaſes. But he 
has bound himſelf to anſwer, that he ever will continue to collect, 
exact, raiſe and enlarge the property, and defend it againſt being 
diminiſhed ; that he has engaged fo to do, by accepting his Tu; 
which Truft he is reſolved ever to continue to execute, ſince he has 
no poſſible means to try to modify it, and he cannot conſult with his 
 Embphoyer: 

Voluntary ſubſcriptions will alſo be ſet up by active worthily- 
inclined Perſons for the eſtabliſhment of Hoſpitals, and other chari- 
table Inſtitutions. The Executor will be applied to, like other Peo- 
ple, for his ſubſcription; the immenſity of his poſſeſſions and con- 
cerns making it impoſſible he ſhould be overlooked : but he has 
bound himſelf to anſwer, that he has no money for voluntary ſub- 
ſcriptions. At ſome ſubſequent time he will be ſpoken to again by 
the ſame Perſons who applied to him before, who have been either 
the firſt Promoters of the Subſcriptions and Inſtitutions, or liberal 
Subſcribers to them. The increaſing ſervices procured by the 
Inſtitutions will be mentioned to him. It will be obſerved, that the 
Inſtitution is now aſcertained to be greatly uſeful to the Community; 
that it has proved truly uſeful to him, the Executor, in particular, 
inaſmuch as relief has been afforded to ſeveral Perſons belonging to his 
extenſive poſſeſſions; by which means many uſeful hands have been 
reſtored to him, who would have continued diſabled by bodily miſ- 
fortunes, or driven by ſevere indigence out of that part of the 
Country; ſo that he may now again go on, reaping his former uſual 
multiplied profits from their cheap labours: that, therefore, it is 
hoped that, though he has not hitherto come forth with any ſubſcrip- 
tion, he will do fo now in. his turn ; eſpecially as ſeveral inſtances 
have occurred in which he has himſelf advifed unfortunate Perſons 
belonging to his poſſeſſions to go and aſk relief from thoſe Inſtitu- 
tions, now {till continued. to be defrayed by thoſe very Perſons who 
are ſpeaking to him. But he has bound himſelf to anſwer, that he is 
reſolved: ever to continue to collect, exact, raiſe and enlarge the 
property, and defend it againſt being diminiſhed ; having no . 
means to try to modify his Truſt.” 

On ſome following occaſion, it will be farther mentioned to the 
Executor, that he pays nothing towards the uſual Poor rates eſtabliſhed 


by 
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by Law, or at leaſt nothing in any proportion to the immenſity of 
his poſſeſſions : that he ought, therefore, to contribute in ſome vo- 
luntary ſhape towards the relief of the Poor, to which thoſe Perſons 
continue to be contributing who are ſpeaking to him; it being : 
matter of fact that himſelf has been, and ſtill continues to be poſi- 
tively benefited by the Poor being preſerved from too exceſſive cala- 
mities. But he has bound himſelf to anſwer, that he is precluded by 
the Truſt which he has engaged to execute; which he cannot poſſibly 
try to modify. 

A ſtrict injunction left by the Will of the late Mr. Thelluſton for 
the Executor to follow, is, that he ſhall, without neglect or default, 
collect and receive the rents and profits of the Manors or Lordſhips, 
Meſſuages, Lands, Tenements and Hereditaments, which are deviſed 
with the 77. For the effecting of this enjoined collection, the 
Executor muſt firſt demand the rents and profits from the Tenants, 
Farmers, and all ſuch Perſons as owe them. If they do not pay, 
the Executor muſt diſtrain, in order that the enjoined collection and 
reception may be effected. He muſt diſtrain the waggons loaded 

with corn, the horſes, the cattle, the furnitures of the houſes, &c. 

Among thoſe Farmers and Tenants thus unmercifully purſued, ſome 
will, no doubt, make objections againſt the diſtreſſes. They will 
obſerve to the Executor, that they have benefited the lands rented by - 
them, in certain inſtances, beyond what their leaſes or agreements 
required; and alſo that they have, by their exertions, ſacrifices, and 
improvements of different ſorts, done good to other remoter lands of 
the Executor, from which themſelves reap no crops or profits: as 
a conſequence of which allegations, they will claim from the Execu- 
tor that he may poſtpone diſtraining. But the Executor has bound 
himſelf to anſwer, that he has, by accepting his Truſt, engaged to 
collect, exact, raiſe and enlarge the property, and defend it againſt 
being diminiſhed; that he is reſolved ever to continue to execute that 
Truſt, ſince he cannot poſſibly try to modify it, and cannot conſult 
with his Employer. | 

In proceſs of time, Perſons having poſſeſſions in the neighbouring 
Country will take opportunities of ſpeaking to the Executor. They 
will remark to him, that his inflexible methods of collecting his rents 
have a tendency to diſturb the peice of the Country : that they who 

| | E Ke 25 | are 
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are ſpeaking to him, follow different methods, in order to preſerve 
ſuch peace; that they uſe to ſhew lenity to Tenants; even occa- 
ſionally making them a few actual conceflions. They then will 
add, that it turns out, that, while they are thus preſerving the 
public peace by their own ſacrifices, the Executor continues to 
| reap the advantages, by his going on with his inflexible methods of 
collecting. But the Executor has bound himſelf to anſwer, that he 
has engaged, by his knowingly-accepted Tyuſt, to collect, exact, raiſe 
and enlarge the property, and defend it againſt being diminiſhed upon 
any account, whether on account of requital, retribution, compen- 
ſation, or return, or any other account; and he is reſolved to go on 

with that Tru/t, ſince he cannot poſſibly try to modify it. 
Another injunction left to the Executor by the fame Will, is, 
that he ſhall continue progreſſively to make purchaſes of land 
during the whole time (about eighty years) which the Truſt is to 
laſt. By ſuch conſtant purſuit after ſales, the public peace cannot 
fail being endangered. Expenſive, giddy perſons, ſeeing money in 
a conſtant ſtate of being offered by the Executor, will be put in a 
conſtant ſtate of temptation, and induced to fell their lands; 
which will prove the cauſe of complaints and great diſſatisfaction 
among their friends. Perſons having debts to claim from Owners 
of land, or mortgages, will alſo be conſtantly kept in temptation by 
the money conſtantly kept offered by the Executor, and will become 
quick and unmerciful, and cauſe lands to be ſold, and ſuch Owners 
to be driven out as might have been mildly uſed if the tendered 
money, and the barterings of the Executor, had not conſtantly inter- 
fered to create miſchief. Perſons having before bargained for purchaſes 
of land, and being engaged in making up their money and intended 
prices, will be baulked and deprived of their prepared bargains, 
by the conſtant readineſs and conſtant purſuits of the Executor, 
Through the ſame conſtant readineſs of the Executor, and his con- 
ſtant purſuit after purchaſes, other Perſons will be deprived of the 
proſpect they had long continued to cheriſh, of redeeming family 
eſtates, or freeholds and rights of voting, which had formerly hap- 
pened to be ſold. —Other Perſons who, for the ſake of preſerving 
peace, had forborne purchaſing ſuch lands as lay in the above- 
deſcribed 
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deſcribed circumſtances, will ſpeak to the Executor, and obſerve 
that the forbearance they have continued to uſe has conſiderably 
forwarded his purchaſing exertions and fucceſſes, both by preſerving 
public peace, and by delivering him from competition; there- 
fore they hope, that, by way of fome ſort of return to them, he will 
ſhow himſelf more moderate and conſiderate in future, in regard 
to farther purchaſes. But he has bound himſelf to anſwer, that he 
is reſolved ever to go on in the very fame manner as he has done 
before; he has engaged to collect, exact, raiſe and enlarge the pro- 
perty, and defend it againft being diminiſhed, or confined, upon any 
account, whether on account of requital, retribution, compenſa- 
tion, or return, or any other account; and he cannot poſſibly try to 
modify his Truft, 

In ſhort, the Executor of ſuch a Truſt, by his knowingly-accepted 
Truft, has bound himſelf to give the ſame kind of anſwer to all thoſe 
Perſons who have conferred benefits upon him, either by their exer- 
tions, or their expences, or by their forbearance to purſue their own 
intereſt in competition to him, and who claim from him ſome ſort 
of ſatisfactory return. He has bound himſelf to anſwer, that he is 
precluded by his Truſt from ſhowing any ſuch return; his Truft is 
to preſerve the property, and keep the profits in Banks, and- take 
them out for purchaſes of lands, and for nothing elſe, poſitively 
nothing elſe ; in ſhort, he has engaged to collect, exact, raiſe and 
enlarge the property, and defend it againſt being diminiſhed or checked 
upon any account, whether on account of requital, retribution, com- 
penſation, or return, or other account: he is reſolved ever to con- 
tinue to execute ſuch Tru, ſince he cannot in any caſe or ſhape try 
to modify it, and cannot conſult with his Employer. 

Theſe declarations, made by the Executor to thoſe Perſons who claim 
ſatisfactory returns for benefits they have conferred upon him, that 
he is reſolved ever to continue to refuſe ſuch returns, are breaches of 
the peace. 

And his farther adding, that he is bound to act in that manner by 
his engagement to ſome other Perſon, or other Perſons, is an actual 
threat: it is a threat, abetting and enforcing the above-mentioned 
breach of the peace. 


It 
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It is a threat put upon the refuſed Perſons, that, if they attempt 
to continue to offer their claims, the exertions of thoſe other Per- 
ſons with whom the illegal alledged engagement was conttacted, 
will be turned againſt them ; whether it be meant to ſpeak of ſome 
preternatural power pretended to be afcribed to the Manes of the 
deceaſed Perſon who left the Truſt, or of a ſet of living Adherents 
who continue to be combined in his name, and in the memory 
of him, by a bond taken to him and to one another, to propagate 
his Truſt or Tenets, and enforce thoſe modes of proceeding he has 
deſcribed :—no matter what Profeffion ſome of thoſe bonded Adhe- 
rents may belong to. | 

To ſum up; the buſineſs of a Traſt like the one above deſcribed, 
that is, a Truſt reſolutely accepted and undertaken to be carried on 
as an engaged and unmodifiable Truſt, turns out to be an engaged 
courſe of prepared diſobedience, of defiance, of call for ſubmiſſion, 
and of threat, put upon the Legiſlature. The call for ſubmiſſion 
is ſupported by the threat and diſplay of an Aſſociation ready to 
abet the call. 

In regard to Individuals, the buſineſs of the engaged and unmodi- 
fiable Truſt, is an engaged courſe. of diſmiſſals of claims pre- 


ferred on account of ſervices performed. It is an engaged courſe of 


reſolution never to ſhew any return to ſuch claims and ſervices, and 
of declarations of ſuch reſolution, that is to ſay, an engaged courſe 
of breaches of the peace: ſuch refolution and declarations being, 
moreover, ſupported by the allegation and diſplay of a ſtrict engage- 
ment with Strangers, that is to ſay, by the threat and diſplay of an 
Aſſociation ready to ſupport the breaches of the peace. 


— — 


It may, perhaps, be ſaid, that no very loud public complaints have 


hitherto ariſen among Mankind from caſes of adminiſtration of pro- 
perty belonging to Minors. And are not thoſe cafes and adminiſtra- 


tions in ſome ſhape ſimilar to the Trſs above mentioned? 
I do not by any means admit, that the caſes of the adminiſtration 


of the property of a Minor by his Guardian, is a ſimilar caſe to the 
3 caſes 
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caſes of the Truſts above mentioned. At the ſame time I do not. 
intend to attempt to point out in this place the differences between 
thoſe caſes. I ſhall, however, for the ſake of argument, admit there 
may be ſome circumſtances of ſimilarity between them, and that 
the caſes of adminiſtrations of the properties of Minors offer ſome 
appearances of previouſly-engaged rules, to which it is in fact 
expected that Strangers and Mankind in general ſhould ſubmit. But- 
there are ſeveral palliating reaſons, which, in the caſes of Minors, 
have cauſed the management of ſuch previoully engaged rules to be 
tolerated or overlooked. 
The firſt reaſon is, that, in thoſe caſes, no hoſtile intention, or 
hoſtile competition for accumulation, is diſplayed againſt-Mankind. 
The ſecond reaſon is, that the caſes of thoſe adminiſtrations are the 
unavoidable conſequences of a Cuſtom which has always been ap- 
proved by Mankind, namely the Cuſtom of the deſcent of propecty 
to the Children, or Perſons next of kin, to deceaſed Perſons. 
Adminiſtrations of property in caſes of non-age muſt needs 
be occaſionally tolerated, fince Mankind wiſh ſuch Cuſtom to be 
preſerved, | 
And a third reaſon is, that the average length of the duration of 
Minorities amounts only to ſeven or eight years. All Minors do not 
begin to be Orphans, or poſſeſſed of property, when only aged one 
year, or two; but ſeveral begin when they are twenty, or ſixteen, or 
twelve years of age. To which add, that it has been computed that 
one half of the Children that are born, die before they are full three 
years old; and many others die afterwards, before they actually reach 
the age of twenty-one. So that it is being pretty near the mark, to 
ſay, that the average length of the duration of minority adminiſtra- 
tions of property, only amounts to ſeven or eight years. This tole- 
rably moderate extent of duration, in caſes of minority adminiſtra- 
tions of property, together with the above-mentioned two reaſons, 
namely the abſence of hoſtile intention to Mankind, and the preſer- 
vation of a Cuſtom univerſally approved, have been the cauſes that 
have generally prevented Men from growing deſperate under the ſenſe 
of previouſly-engaged rules impoſed upon them by Strangers, and 
has alſo prevented reſentment, when felt, from rankling long, and 
a becoming 
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becoming active. The caſe certainly was worſe, as to duration, 
in thoſe Countries and Times in which the duration of non- age uſed 
to be extended to the term of twenty-five years. The deſign of the 
| Legiſlature of this Country, at that period when they deducted four 
years from the length of non-age adminiſtrations of property, 
reducing the fartheſt poſſible duration to twenty-one years, was very 
probably to ſhew a proper regard to the concerns and feelings of 
Mank ind. 

If very ſtrict juftice, however, were done, no minority adminiſtra- 
tions of property ought to be allowed to exiſt ; but property ſhould 
always preſently go to that Perſon next of kin who is able preſently 
to offer to perform duties in every caſe. Such great ſtrictneſs 
being diſpenſed with, for the above-mentioned three conſidera- 
tions, it might, nevertheleſs, be proper to have it ſettled, that no Man 
. ſhould be allowed the privilege of diſinheriting his Children, or the 
_ Perſons next of kin to him, except thoſe Perſons whom he appoints 
in preference to them, are Perſons of full age; who can adminiſter 
directly. And ſuch ſtrictneſs might be {till more worthy of appro- 
bation, in thoſe caſes when thoſe Perſons next of kin who are paſl; 
by for the fake of appointing remote Minors, are themſelves of ful 
age, and might have adminiſtered directly, if the uſual Cuſtom of 
Mankind had been obſerved in regard to them by the Teſtator. 
The appointing of Minors, in preference to ſuch Perſons, is, in fact, 
a wanton creating of non-age adminiſtration, 

Abuſes of a certain ſerious kind, and confiderable publit incon- 
veniences, would be effectually prevented by matters being ſettled as 
above ſuggeſted. There is little doubt, that, if an inquiry was made 
into thoſe caſes in which certain Men have, in appearance quite capri- 


- Ciouſly, paſſed. by their next of kin, who were Perſons able to admi- 


niſter, in order to appoint remoter Minors,. for inſtance have paſſed 
by their Sons, or Daughters, or Nephews, of full age, for the ſake 


of appointing their Grand-Children or Grand-Nephews, or other 


ſtill remoter Minors,—it would turn out that many ſuch choices 
and appointments, inſtead of being merely the effects of caprice, 
were, in fact, ſecret, ſly deſigns to bring about non-age adminiſtrations 
of the operon { that a to be left; and by that means cauſe 


G ſhallow. 
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ſhallow ignorant ſchemes of accumulation to be carried on during 
as many years as poſſible, with an intent to gather and rake together 


a heap of property through a deiigning * of „ e of 
duties to the reſt of Mankind. 


The abuſe of an accumulating ELF at the redes of 
duties, certainly takes place, more or leſs, in thoſe minority adminiſ- 
trations where there is a certain ſtock of property. But ſach accu- 
mulating managements are uſually carried on in a fly manner, by the 
making advantage of the intereſt of money; which is a kind of 
hidden, unſeen property. «The Court of Chancery, by which the 
affairs of Minors uſe to be ſuperintended, does not deal much in 
purchaſes of land and ſhowy conſpicuous poſſeſſions. The atten- 
tion, or aſſumed office of the Court of Chancery, in regard to the 
affairs of Minors, is very proper, as far as it is intended to prevent 
dilapidation being effected by Guardians and ſuch like Managers: 
bat when the affiftance of that Court is made inſtrumental to ma- 
nagements of accumulation, it becomes a proceſs of real injuſtice to 
Mankind, and very bad example too, in numerous reſpe&ts. Before 
much time elapſes, the abuſes here mentioned will no doubt be 
ſomehow prevented from being continued. 

Minors, after all, have no true right to having that property pre- 
rved for them which they cannot adminiſter, ſo as to be delivered 
to them after a courſe of fix, or ten, or twenty years, when they can. 
The delivering of the property to them after ſuch a ſuſpenſe and 
lapſe of time is abſolutely a free gift from the Community. It is 
therefore enough, and much more than is due, when that property 
js delivered to them undiminiſhed from what it amounted to, when 
firſt left; and there is no occaſion that all the rents, iſſues and profits 
of this property, and of all thoſe ſucceſſive iſſues and profits them- 
ſelves, ſhould be rigidly ſet apart, in order to enable the Minor, when 
become of age, to inſult his equals, and exhibit a mortifying fight to 
induſtry, by the diſplay of a heap of property gathered and inflated 
through a long deſigning courſe of non- performance of duties. 

It may be additionally obſerved, that non- age adminiſtrations of 
property are a kind of Trade in which 20 75 is run: which 
bare circumſtance is nn. to make them excellent Trades, as all 

pro- 
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profeſſional Traders can tell. A long continued ſtate of Minority, 
Loney there is ſome tolerable ſtock of property to make a beginning 
with, is, taking all together, the beſt Trade that exiſts. If it were 
poſſible to inquire into facts, it would, perhaps, appear that the 
greateſt eſtates in this Country have been originally raifed by non-age 
adminiſtrations, or adminiſtrations in caſes of ideotiſm or lunacy. 
And where helpleſs non- age, and caſes of ideotiſm and lunacy, prove 
the ſureſt and moſt plentiful roads to fortune, it cannot be faid that 
matters are adminiſtered in any very excellent way : laudable exer- 
tion and induſtry cannot be ſaid to be encouraged in any very maſ- 
terly manner. 

Since the cuſtom of property deſcending to Children and Perſons 
next of kin continues to be approved by Mankind, let property con- 
tinue, without oppoſition, to deſcend to ſuch Perſons, even though 
they may be Minors. But let no aceumulating courſe, ſcheme, trade 
or contrivance be permitted. Let the bare property, at that degree 
it amounted to when firſt left, be preſerved for Minors, and delivered 
to them when come of age ; upon their giving thanks in a ſet, ſtipu- 
lated form of words, exprefling that they receive ſuch property pre- 


ſerved for them notwithſtanding their long previous courſe of help- 


leſſneſs, as a gift from the Public. In regard to the profits of any 
kind that may continue to iſſue and be collected from this property, 
they ſhonld be appropriated to ſome public uſe. I do not ſay, they 


ſhould be ſent to the Sinking Fund; becauſe the uſefulneſs of a 
National Debt, and of a Sinking Fund by which ſuch Debt is faci- 


 litated, is a queſtion about which Men do not agree: but thoſe col- 
lected profits ſhould be added to the Poor-rates, either in order to 
increaſe the amount of the preſent rates, or be employed towards the 
eaſing of theſe rates, as will be adviſed to be beſt by Perſons 


acquainted with the ſubject. Or ſome new GO of National 


charity and relief might be formed. 

Be it as it may, I ſhall conclude the ſubje& of non-age adminiſtra- 
tions of property, with repeating what 'has been above alledged, 
namely, that the inconveniences ariſing to Strangers and to Mankind in 
general from ſuch previoufly-engaged rules and adminiftrations, have 
been Is, Firſt, by the non-appearance of any hoſtile deſign 
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or competition againſt other Men. II. The preſervation of the ap- 
proved cuſtom of property deſcending to the.Children of deceaſed Per- 
| ſons has occurred to Men's minds, as a farther palliation. III. The 
longeſt poſſible duration of non-age adminiſtrations, being limited 
to twenty-one years, inſtead of twenty-five, by which the average 
length of duration becomes reduced to ſeven or eight years, has been 
a third additional conſideration and cauſe that has prevented Strangers 
from growing at any time vehement in their reſentments. 

In the caſes of Ideots and Lunatics, beſides the non- appearance of 
every kind of deſign hoſtile to the reſt of Mankind, the conſidera- 
tion offers itſelf concerning the real difficulty which there is in 
deciſively diſpoſing of the properties of ſuch Perſons. Ideots and. 
Lunatics are ſeldom long-lived Perſons. Afflictions of that kind are 

not common : and, in general, every kind of human reſentment 
that may be felt, r in the nn contem — of the 
cCaſe. 
0 . N a A n t50 ſhall happen to be 3 * rppropriating 
the profits ariſing from the properties of Minors to the Poor-rates or 
other National charitable Inſtitution, the profits ariſing from the 
properties of Ideots and Lunatics will, of courſe, be appropriated in 
the ſame manner, as far as circumſtances will. admit. 
All theſe Regulations will,” no doubt, be made. whenever the 
Legiſlature ſhall be induced to take notice of the fly, defigning 


Schemes of accumulation carried on under the cover of the above- 
mentioned caſes. 1 


By way of refignin gthe ſubject of the above digreſſion, and return 
ing to the ſubject of thoſe Try/ts deſcribed in former pages, I ſhall 
repeat what has been obſerved in thoſe former pages; which is, That 
the buſineſs of ſuch Tru/ts is a courſe of prepared diſobedience, 
defiance, call for ſubmiſſion, and threat, put upon the Legiſlature 
(ſee page 19). It is, moreover, a courſe of reſolution never to ſhew 
any return for ſervices performed by other Individuals, and. of decla- 

1 ration. of ſuch RO abetted by. threats, And the intent of the 


unmodifiable 9 | 
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previouſly engaged or bonded courſe of proceeding, is, in the caſe 
of the Truſt left by the Mr. Peter Thelluſſon, confeſſedly to collect, 
exact, raiſe and enlarge the rruſted Property, and ever defend it 
againſt being diminiſhed from its preſent increaſed ſtate, and alſo 
againſt being confined from being farther increaſed : this plainly- 
appearing intent of the ſcheme and buſineſs makes it ſcarcely poſ- 
fible that the caſe of ſuch a ſcheme might be {lighted or deſpiſed, 

It may be obſerved that that Tut juſt mentioned is conjoined 
with other additional circumſtances of ſuch a nature as make it till 

leſs poſſible that the caſe of ſuch a ſcheme and buſineſs 182825 be 
{lighted or deſpiſed. 

In the firſt place, the buſineſs of the Tru/t is entered upon, in the 
very firſt inſtance and outſet, with a beginning ſtock of property 
which, in lands and money together, has been aſcertained to amount 
to more than ſeven hundred thouſand pounds. The ſcheme being 
entered upon with ſuch' ſubſtantial means, the effect mult be, that 
the bad example of the defiance, and the threatening authoritative call 
for ſubmiſſion, which are to continue to be put upon the Legiſlature 

throughout the continued buſineſs of the Tru/?, muſt become a very 
conſpicuous bad example, and a ſubject of general obſervation ; which 
muſt needs prove highly injurious to the credit of the Legiſlature. 
Nor is this all: the whole of this great property is to be realized 
into landed property by purchaſes. To which add, that thoſe lands 
ſo purchaſed, are to have afterwards other lands continually added 
and united to them, by means of ſucceeding progreſſive purchaſes, 
continued to be ſuceeſſively made with the whole of the progreſſively 
increaſing maſſes of the rents and profits of all the lands progreflively 
purchaſed and united before. And, as the ſcheme of theſe progreſſive 
purchaſes is to be carried on during a ſpace of eighty, or perhaps a 
hundred years, or more, it muſt follow, that the extent of the pro- 
greſſively united lands will, at length, prove equal to ſeveral Eng- 
liſh Counties. Out of this extent the authority of the Britiſh Legiſ- 
lature will be excluded by the ſuperior efficiency and authority of the 
unmodifiable Tru/#, A diſtinct Adminiſtration will, of courſe, be 
formed within the compaſs of that extent; which Adminiſtration 
£143 P H will. 
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will be on a different eſtabliſhment ſtom ' thoſe of the Counties 
Palatine of Cheſter, Lancaſter, and Durhatn, 'and the Stannaries of 
Cornwall, inaſmuch as the authority of the Legiſlature will have no 
acceſs to the Department; being excluded, as juſt ſaid, by the ſuperior 
efficiency and authority of the Truf. That Adminiſtration will be 
in the nature of an American Congreſs (as it ſtands at preſent), in 
the middle of Great Britain; with this difference too, that as the 
Managers of the Truf will have engroſſed the rights of voting for 
the Counties and for the Boroughs purchaſed by them, they will be 
able to influence the meaſures of the Britiſh Legiſlature :—which 
they will continue to do till ſuch time as it will ſuit them entirely 
to give up that part of the ſcheme, and to become wholly uncon- 
nected as well as independent. | 
Other ambitious Schemers will alſo be induced, by the brilliancy 
of the Undertaking, to ſet up fimilar powerful Trufs and land- 
uniting Managements; by means of which the Britiſh: Legiſlature 
wall be turned out of other Engliſh Counties, in the ſame manner * 
and upon the ſame plan as juſt deſcribed. 
Nay, with ſcarcely any property at all to begin with, ſcheming 
Politicians will contrive ſuch ingenious rules and unmodifiable Tru/ts 
as will diſpoſſeſs the Britiſh Legiſlature of its authority, in a manner 
incomparably quicker than will be effected by the ſcheme and Tru/? 
thought of by the late Mr. Peter Thelluſſon. And, as hath been 
obſerved. in a former page, Wills of fictitious Perſons may allo be 
produced, eſtabliſhing unmodifiable Tris and Rules of that inge- 
nious, efficient, diſpatchful, political nature which is here men- 
_ tioned, without any eminent Politician being trad, or obliged to 
hide himſelf, for all that. 
Through the quick political efficiency of ſuch unmodifiable 
Rules and Trufs, the Britiſh Legiſlature will be in time wholly diſ- 
poſſeſſed and made uſeleſs ; and nobody will pity them. It will be 
ſaid, that it was much their fault ever to ſuffer unmodifiable Rules 
and Truſts to take place in the Country, — that is to ſay, Rules and 
Truſis which were entered upon with poſitive engagements to purſue 
them as unmodifiable Rules, — that is to cd as being Rules which 


certain 
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certain ſets of Aſſociates and Adherents were engaging to purſue, 
-by bonds taken to one another, and to certain particular deceaſed 
Men or Bemgs with whom they profeſſed, and admitted, that it 
was ever to be out of their power to conſult. 
The Britiſh Legiſlature will be the leſs pitied, as it will be 
farther obſerved, that the laying of unmedifable Rules is a kind of 
high authority which they have never ſo much as attempted to 
attribute to themſelves. They even are frequently cautious as 
expreſcly to provide and ſtipulate, that their Bills may be modified 
during the very ſame Scflion in which they are paſſed. In all caſes, 
Bille may be modified in the very next Seſſion after, either through 
propoſals ſet up in that very Houſe where ſuch Bills had originated, 
or in the other Houſe ; or alſo ſuch propoſals may be introduced 
through Petitions preſented by common Subjects. | 
Eaſtern Sovereigns, indeed, lay claim to the power of unmod:- 
Fableneſi ; which is, perhaps, a conſequence of ſome peculiar dif- 
ficulty or embarraſſment in their fituation, Their Vizirs or Miniſ- 
ters, in fact, are ufed to ſay, that the orders of the Sovereign are un- 
modifiable ; that they can no more be recalled, than the fiveat wwhich 
tas once fſued out of the human body, can get back into it. But this 
frequently turns out to be only a mere pretence. The orders are 
often recalled or modified. Or, it alſo ſometimes happens that thoſe 
Sovereigns who quite obſtinately ſtrive to make good their claim to 
anmodifiableneſs, are ſurpriſed and ſtrangled during the night. 
— Eaſtern SubjeRts, ſubmiſſive as they may be, will not always * 
way to wnmod; ffrableneſs. 


There is anather additional POPE IR conjoined with the 
Truſt, which alſo makes it ſcarcely poſſible that the caſe of ſuch a 
ſcheme might be lighted or deſpiſed. 

An additional, conjoined defign of hoſtile competition and accu- 
-mulation is generally diſplayed againſt Mankind, in the ſcheme: it 
is expreſsly profeſſed. The Je poſitively enjoined to be made of 
thoſe iſſues and profits of the truſted Property which are to continue 


40 be gr ſnatehed from the performance of duties, is, more- 
| over, 
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over, that they ſhall be wholly and ſtrictiy laid out in purchaſes of 
farther and increaſing property. This additional and progreſſively- 
purchaſed Property muſt moreover be lands, conſpicuous lands: and 
thoſe lands too muſt be moſtly freeholds, or three times in extent 
more than. copyholds. So that, beſides the intrinſic influence, and 
the open conſpicuouſneſs of the Property, political power is addi- 
tionally graſped at, and ditect means of dictating to Mankind expreſsly 
aimed at being ſeized. Mankind are poſitively called upon to bow 
and give way to a Power raiſed by their own forbearance; that is to 
fay, their forbearance under a ſeries of breaches of the peace com- 
mitted againſt them; their forbearance under a ſeries of reſolute diſ- 
miſſals of their claims preferred on account of benefits conferred : 
ſuch ſeries of breaches. of the peace being abetted by a continued 
threat and diſplay of hoſtile | engagements: taken with Strangers, 
among themſelves.—This is expecting too much from human for- 
bearance. Wide- extended ſtrife and contention mult be the con- 
ſequence. It is ſcarcely poſſible that the caſe _= ſuch a ſcheme 
might be ſlighted or deſpiſed. Y 
There is another peculiar, conjoined: 8 en the 
caſe of the ſcheme, which alſo makes it ſcarcely poſſible that the ſame 
might be {lighted or deſpiſed ;- and that is, the nature of the Pro- 
perty, the profits of which are to be collected. That Property is 
Wholly to conſiſt of landed poſſeſſions. Now, every one knows that 
the buſineſs of collecting the rents and profits of landed poſſeſſions 
is a buſineſs which, barely in itſelf, and without the additional inter- 
ference of any dangerous circumſtance, i is conſtantly liable to. the dan- 
ger of ſtrife and contention. Farmers are not always very punctual 
in bringing forth, and ſurrendering to a gathering Landlord, thoſe 
ſums of money which they have been able to procure through con- 
ſiderable toil and anxiety. The Landlord will nevertheleſs have 
his due; and in caſe of failure, his only reſource lies in the proceſs of 
 diftraining ; a proceſs which, though allowed him by the Law, is 
often diſputed, and even encountered by reſiſtance. The Landlord 
is allowed by the Law to diſtrain carts and waggons full of corn or 


grain; horſes laden with ſheaves ; cocks, or ſheaves, of corn in any 


. barn; hay in any ſtack or rick ;. cattle of the plough, when no. 
as £ other. 
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other ſufficient diſtreſs beſides; any cattle or ſtock feeding on any 
common any way appendant on the landed property; all ſorts of corn 
and graſs, hops, fruits, pulſe, or other product lying on any part 
of the eſtate. Theſe diſtraining - proceſſes, though eſtabliſhed by 
Law, are often oppoſed, as above obſerved, even with forcible 
. reſiſtance. Such reſiſtance happens to be oppoſed, either in the 
firſt inſtance, when the dreſs is firſt attempted, or afterwards, 
by forcibly taking and removing the diſtrained goods from the places 
of ſafety where they had been lodged, or driving away the diſtrained 
cattle from the pounds in which it had been impounded. Tena- 
ciouſneſs of property often induces Men to ſuch acts of reſiſtance ; 
and mere pride often happens to be a ſufficient cauſe. What muſt 
the events of ſuch contentions prove, when thoſe Perſons whoſe 
property ſhall be attacked by the diſtraining proceſſes, ſhall addi- 
tionally ſupport themſelves in their reſiſtance by the allegations that 
they have hitherto paid the Executor's Taxes for him, which he 
makes it a conſtant practice never to pay, and have moreover con- 
ferred other important benefits upon him, which he not only has to 
that day lily paſſed by, but has even openly declared to them that 
he was reſolved never to return, additionally abetting the declaration 
and breach of the peace with the threat of an engagement entered 
into by him with Strangers for the ſupport of the peace-breaking 
reſolution and declaration !—It is ſcarcely poſſible that the caſe of 
a ſcheme clearly leading to ſuch contentions "_ be W or 
W 8 

The above dangerous repulſive charge againſt the Executor, and 
dangerous ariſing contentions, muſt, beſides, become preſently ex- 
tended much beyond the compaſs of his wide poſſeſſions. Remote 
Tenants, Farmers, and other Inhabitants, will actually be forced 
into the conteſts through the extended legal purſuits of the Mraining 
proceſſes, beſides the effects of ſympathy. The Executor is allowed 
by law to purſue the goods, chattels, and ſtocks of his Tenants, if 

they have been retaken by reſcous or pound-breach, and alſo if they 
have been merely removed i in order to prevent diſtreſs. The Exe- 
cutor may, in $4 time, View pe ny diſtant ſiravge houſe, 
ermot - 2! a0 JW | | 92 "Ts 
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the caſe of ſuch a {heme might be ſlighted or deſpiſed. , 
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pected of being lodged... Thoſe. diſtant. Perſons,. thus forcibly in- 
volved in the diſtrainiog, ptoceſſes, will not fail to join in the above- 
mentioned dangerous repulſive. charge againſt the Executor, and 
dangerous ariſing contentions. Theſe contentions will thus be acce- 
lefated, - multiplied in every ſpot, and extended to remoter ſpots, by 
the peculiar; litigious natute of the kind of property which is aimed 
at by the ſcheme: lo. that, onee more, it is ſcarcely poſſible that 
It may be obſerved that; thete are other circumſtances of peculiar 
ligigiouſaeſy i in the truſted Property, beſides thoſe above mentioned ; 
by which additional circumſtances the ſame dangerous. bene fr 
charge againſt-the Executor, namely, his being himſelf an Offender 
and conſtant peace · breaker, and the dangerous ariſing contentions, 
will Bkewile be accelerated, multiplied, and farther extended. Theſe 
additional circumſtances. of litigiouſneſs in the 7ru/ted Property, are, 


that this Property is not ſolely compoſed of Farms and Tenements 


in the direct poſſeſſion of the Executor: but Lordſhips and Manors 
are alſo mentioned in the Mill by which the ſcheme is created. The 
profits ariſing out of theſe increaſing Lordſhips and Manors are to be 
collected by the Executor without negle& or default, as he has 


bound himſelf to do. The litigiouſneſs attending the exaction of 


theſe profits is well known, as well as the extenſiveneſs of the 
lands over which, and the numbers of Perſons from whom, they 
are uſually demanded. They conſiſt of rights of Relzefs.; which is 
a compoſition paid by Owners of certain lands, formerly Bond/men, 


for leave from the Lord of the Manor for them to take poſſeſſion of 


inherited lands: rights of Eſtrays; by which cattle, and tame 
animals which have ſtrayed into a Manor, and not claimed within 


a year and a day, become the property of the Lord: rights to 


Heriat ſervices; by which the Lord of the Manor can ſeize the 
beſt beaſt, or beſt piece of plate, to his liking, that has belonged 
to a deceaſed Man ſubject to ſuch ſervice; which word comes 
from a Saxon word, ſignifying an armed force, or a right eſtab- 
liſhed by force. Certain rights of Juriſdiction alſo conſtitute ſome 
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of the profits of Manors ; ; N as "Caarts Baron, held for ali 
cognizance of debts, and alſo of certain public 'treſpaſſes « committed 
within the Manor ;—and alfo Courts Leet, for all caſes of public treſ- 
pes committed within the Hundred: the Jurifdition of theſe Courts 


«Sa #. # _ » 2 


# #4 & 4 * 


Markets, to , and 15 to He in rivers which do not 
ebb and flow, are other kinds of Profits uſually belonging to 
Manors, . &c. & 

All theſe kinds of profits and duties are generally paid with con- 
ſiderable reluctance, though i in the faireſt caſes: even the collection 
of tythes by Clergymen is ſometimes oppoſed with remarkable 
ſpleen. What repulſes muſt be expected to be oppoſed to the law- 
proceedings of the Executor, and what contentions with him, when 
he ſhall come to collect duties of the kind here deſcribed from his 
multiplied Lordſhips and Manors, being at the fame time liable to 
the dangerous repulſive charge above mentioned! | 

The fame Executor has undertaken to raiſe and enlarge the truſted 
Property, and, moreover, ſo to raile and enlarge it by means of pur- 
chaſes of land. Now, this will prove another fruitful cauſe of oppo- 
ſition to the law- proceedings of the Executor, and dangerous con- 
tentions with him. Purchaſes of landed property are almoſt always, 
from different cauſes, attended with litigious difficulty. If Men 
happen, for inſtance, to be driven by misfortunes and forced fales 
out of landed property they feel uncommon, bitter reſentment, and 
even temptation to iſturb the ales either before or afterwards, 
Sometimes alſo purchaſes of land are oppoſed by other Men, from 
mere jealouſy; at other times, from the circumſtances of their 
having bargained before far the fame. lands; and at others, from 
their having for a long time kept the ſame Property i in view, on 
account of ſome peculiar affection to the lands, or of having formerly 
been in poſſeſſion of them. If r rig hts of frechold and of voting hap. 


pen to be connected with the aſs the competitions prove ſtill 
mY fiercer. 
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fiercer. The vehement activity of ſuch kind of ſpirit and com- 
petition is evinced by the fact of the quarrel that took place a few 
years ago between the Biſhop of Bangor and a ſubordinate Officer, 
and the proſecution for an aſſault that was carried on againſt the 
Biſhop. Purchaſes of landed Property, even in the faireſt circum- 
ſtances, muſt always be carried on with circumſpection, and even 
warineſs. What muſt be the conſequence, what oppoſitions, what 
contentions, when an Executor ſhall come forth as a declared, reſo- 
lute Engroſſer of whole Counties, at the fame time aſſerting to have 
bound himſelf unceaſingly to purſue purchaſes of land, three parts 
of which muſt be freehold too, without any mitigation or ſtoppage 
of his purſuit on any account whatever, whether it be on account of 
requital, return or compenſation for benefits received, or any other 
account ; farther putting forth the allegation and threat of an engage- 
ment entered into by him with Strangers to purſue ſuch courſe of 
proceedings! Once more, it is ſcarcely poſſible that the caſe of a 


ſcheme clearly, leading to ſuch contentions might be lighted or 
W 


To ſum up; ; forcible oppolitions muſt ariſe againſt. ſuch an Execu- 
tor from numberleſs quarters, on many very dangerous accounts ; 
and oppoſitions of powerful kinds too. The Executor of ſuch 
aſſerted , ſcheme and nee will be 5 5 and power- 


r 


exacting the pap of that Dn 0 in 1 his operations for ing, 
diſtraining, and impounding.— His Opponents will ſtrive to im- 
pound. the Executor himſelf, as a ; damage Jeaſaut 1 Invader of the worſt 

ind, and a conſtant breaker of the peace. 1 

It would be fortunate if forcible Opponents, after ths: a 
colleding, exacting, and purchaſing Execulor coming forth with 
ſuch, profeſſed and aſſerted T; ut and ſcheme, were to reſt fatisfied 
with. that Hoy ot after running down the law | proceedings, 


fe | diſtrainings, and oth er Fur 5 of the 1 they would not fail 
„ w.putlas orber more sent e ans . 
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Should other Executors of ſimilar engaged Tru/ts, and other Ad- 
herents, come to the aſſiſtance of the above- mentioned firſt- rate 
Executor, they would be all impounded likewiſe; and riot and con- 
fuſion would become the more widely and dangerouſly extended. 

Attempts to ſupport Truſis and ſchemes of that kind againſt 
forcible oppoſition by an outward diſplay of ſuperior law authority, 
and pretences of preſerving. public Order, would only increaſe the 
miſchief. Violent opponents to ſuch Schemes only become the more 
exaſperated, and take to the more violent ſteps, when they find. 
them protected by a ſhow. of legal proceedings, or a pretence of rank 
and dignity. It is hardly poſſible to think that that vehement perſonal 
inſult and aſſault which was put upon the late Duke of Bedford on the 
courſe at Litchfield, might proceed from any quarrel about the race: 
it was moſt likely owing to ſome former deeply-entertained grudge 
relative to ſome meaſures. of aggrandiſement in reſpect to landed pro- 
perty or other reſpects, which had been loftily purſued by the Duke 
with that unmodifiableneſ3, both as to retention and as to purſuit, with 
which he is reported to have been peculiarly gifted. 

Judge, afterwards: Chancellor, Jeffries, who had carried on his 
oppreſſive meaſures under a diſplay of legal proceedings, was abuſed, 
after his fall, with a degree of inſult, aſperity and violence, which 
is ſcarcely. ever practiſed with Great Men caſt down by: Revolutions, 
A fact ſomewhat remarkable may be mentioned here, which was 
inſerted in the news- papers ſome years ago; which was, that a certain 
family of rank having: a few-days before happened to paſs, in their 
way to London, through a ſmall Town in the Weſt of England, 
were aſſaulted and obliged to fly with precipitation, owing to a report 
that was raiſed, that they were lineal Deſcendants of Judge Jeffries: 
which report was in fact true, and was ſtarted againſt them by Deſcen- 
dants of families who had ſuffered from the proceedings of the Judge 
in his famous Circuit through that part of the Country. | 

It may be farther obſerved, that attempts to put forth, and puſh 
ſuch unmodifiable Truſts: and ſchemes as are here alluded to, 
are Caſes which it is ſcarcely poſſible might be lighted or deſpiſed 
in theſe preſent times, when | Agrarian Laws begin to be talked of 
among Mankind, and the preſent general Syſtem of property, though 

| K | in 
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in itſelf, perhaps, not very exceptionable, begins to be openly com- 
plained of as being too tight and unmodifiable. 

Another remark might be introduced; which is, that, ſhould 
unmodifiable Trufts for the purpoſe of acctrtiilation and aggrandiſe- 
ment become to be more generally imitated, eſpecially upon grand 
ſcales, the weight of the Court of Chancery might become very 
great, no doubt, by that Court being thus made the Repgſitory of a 
moſt prodigious maſs of property: but that weight and influence 
might not perhaps be likely to laſt long. A jealouſy might be raiſed 
againſt that Court, ſimilar to that which was entertained on the 
Continent againſt the late Order of the Jeſuits, who, by ſkilful 
methods, had ſucceeded in becoming Depoſitaries of the properties 
of private families to a vaſt amount, as was ſaid. —TI ſhall not how-' 
ever diſcuſs ſuch queſtion any farther : the definitions which have 
been given of unmodifiable Truſts in the PIE pages, make per- 
haps ſuch farther diſcuſſion unneceſſary. - 

The late Mr. Peter Thelluſſon, by way of indemnity to the Com- 
munity, has bequeathed to the National Sinking Fund an eventual 
chance of obtaining the whole of the Property that ſhall happen to 
lie accumulated at the expiration of that long courſe of years during 
which the accumulating management is enjoined by his Vill to be 
carried on, —in caſe, at that period, there happens to be no living 
Perſon iſſued from thoſe Perſons of his family who were living at 
the time of his deceaſe (July 1797) ; which perſons muſt all be dead 
before the accumulating management ceaſes, Some of the laſt-men- 
tioned living Perſons were very young at the time of the Teſtator's 
deceaſe; others were juſt born; and others have been fince born 
at ſuch a diſtance in point of time as to make them deemed to have 
been then living. | 

But, what bribe, what indemnity can be offered to the Legiſlature, 
to make them. conſent to their own annihilation ? What bribe, what 
indemnity can be offered to the Legiſlature, that can make them 


knowingly and expreſsly give their conſent to the eſtabliſhment of a 


previouſly-engaged courſe of prepared diſobedience, of defiance, of 
call for ſubmiſſion, and of threats put upon them; ſuch call for ſub- 
miſſion being ſupported by the diſplay of an Aſſociation engaged and 
ready to abet the Call. / See before, pages 18, 19. ) 


What 
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What bribe can induce them expreſsly to conſent to the eſtabliſh- 
ment of a previouſly- engaged courſe of reſolution never to ſhew any 
return on account of benefits received, and of declarations of ſuch 
reſolution ; that is to ſay, an engaged courſe of breaches of the peace; 
and of threats too, by the allegation and diſplay of an engagement and 
- aſſociation with Strangers, aſſerted to be ready to ſupport the breaches 
of the peace! / See before, pages 18, 19.) 


I ſhall moſt certainly not go into the ſubject of the uncertainty of 
that above-mentioned bequeſt which is made to the Sinking Fund. 


Though, in fact, I might obſerve, if I choſe, that it is only a very 


ſmall chance that is bequeathed. That chance is grounded on 
the poſſibility of a great number of Perſons dying, every one of 
them, without iſſue. The queſtion of the chance moreover depends 
on the chaſtity of Women at diſtant periods. Beſides, have not 
warming-pans been uſed for the purpoſe of ſecretly conveying lately- 
born infants and Heirs into the beds of barren Women? It was 
reported to have been done ſo in reſpe& to the Queen of James the 
Second. Conſiderations of an ambitious or political nature, intro- 
duced with great eloquence, may alſo be made uſe of to bring over 
Women to conſent to engage into a ſtate of pregnancy ; as was 
reported to have been the caſe with Ann of Auſtria, when, after 
being during a very long courſe of years childleſs, ſhe became preg- 
nant, by ſome means or other, of Lewis the Fourteenth. The dan- 
gers which from all the above-mentioned conſiderations might ariſe 
againſt that eventual chance which is held forth to the Legiſlature, 


would perhaps be but badly obviated by reſorting to the expedient 


which uſed to be adopted in the times of the Roman Jurisconſults, 
namely, the appointing of Watchers or Keepers, under the name of 


Cuſtodes Ventris, to Women, when there was a poſlibility, in impor- 


tant caſes, of their producing forth poſthumous Children. 
However, I ſhall not meddle at all with the ſubject of the very great 
doubtfulneſs of the chance which is bequeathed to the National 
Sinking Fund. I ſhall even admit that it is a moſt excellent chance; 
nay, and a ſure chance too. I ſhall even go lo far as to grant, that 


the whole money, the ſeventy or eighty millions ſterling to which 
it is ſuppoſed the accumulated money will amount, are actually ready, 
| | and 


. 
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and are offered to be paid in advance to-morrow, or this evening, into 
the Sinking Fund, Even in ſuch caſe I ſay, how can the Legiſlature. 
be induced to accept a bribe for ſubmitting to their own annihilation ? 


How can they accept a bribe for ſubſtituting conſtant, deſigned, . | 


and purſued breaches of the peace, to friendly intercourſe and dealings. 
among Mankind? | | 

Beſides, how can diſtant Generations and their Sinking Funds be 
any how expected to be benefited, if the preſent Order of things is 
ſubverted, and matters ſet topſy- turvy, long before their periods? 
However, theſe diſtant conſiderations are another ſubject into which 
I do not mean to engage. 

I ſhall mention, before I conclude, that the Perſons of the preſent 
living Iſſue of the late Mr. Peter Thelluſſon have, it ſeems, taken 
ſteps before the Court of Chancery, for preventing the Will here 
alluded to, from being obſerved; and theſe ſteps are oppoſed and. 

contradicted by the. Executors named in the Mill, and by his 
Majeſty's: Attorney General in reſpect of the bequeſt to his Majeſty 
for the uſe of the Sinking Fund of the Monies to ariſe, &c. who 
are Claimants for the atfirmation of the Will. 

I ſhall alſo mention that the late Dr. Benjamin Franklin has, by 
his Will left a Truft for the purpoſe of eſtabliſhing a management of 
accumulation, which is to continue to be carried on during, I 
believe, the term of an hundred years, by means of a certain ſum 
of money bequeathed and appropriated by him to that purpoſe. The 
ſum of money which ſhall finally appear to lie accumulated at the 
end of the above period, is to be laid out in eſtabliſhing ſome 
particular Inſtitution, a public School, or ſuch like purpoſe. The 
adoption of the idea of ſettling an accumulating management by 
means of a Tru/t, does no very great credit to the Doctor's memory, 
eſpecially as he was not by any means entitled to the honor of the 
invention. . I do not intend to inquico iato the particu- 
lars of his Tru}. 

I ſhall conclude by generally obſerving and repeating, that the 
buſinefles of ſuch Tru/ts and managements are actually demon- 
ſirated to be engaged courſes of proceedings by which the authority 
of the Legiſlature is dictatorily annihilated; and conſtant, deſigned, 
and purſued breaches of the peace are moreover ſubſtituted by theſe. 
Truſis to friendly intercourſe and dealings among Mankind. 

| Executors . 
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Executors who engage to carry on ſuch Truſts do, in fact, reſo- 


5 lutely engage to enter upon, and to go through, ſuch courſes of 
Proceeding. 


They are bold Men: they certainly a are no Cowards. The chriſ- 
tian name of one of the three Executors named in the Vill of the 
late Mr. Peter Thelluſſon, is Emperor (Emperor John Woodford). 
Moſt likely the conſideration of their having an Emperor among 
them, has given them hope of being able to carry on their Truſt. 

Their courage is evident. They are to deal in landed Property 
and Freeholds, and moſt widely extended purchaſes, It is to be 
open 040" pa 


(a) The late Mr. Peter Thelluſſon does not ſeem to have taken the hint of his Tru/? 
and accumulating management from Dr. Franklin's Will, as it appears that a 
Will written by him upon the ſame plan with his laſt, was found; which bore an earlier 
date than the year of the death of Dr. Franklin (1790). He had poſſibly taken the hint 
from ſimilar Truſts and managements which had been before attempted to be conducted 
for ſhort times, and by means of ſmall ſums of money left to begin with. But it is 
more likely that he had been led into his idea, by obſerving the profitable Trades, and 
the ſly, excellent accumulating ſchemes which are carried on under cover of caſes of 
Nonage, and alſo of N and Lunacy; as hath been before mentioned (er 
pages 21, 25. 
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